CIA Withheld 
Data on Oswald 


. BY NORMAN KEMPSTER 
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WASHINGTON-The CIA with- 


held from the FBI for almost two 
months in 1963 information that Lee 
Harvey Oswald had talked with Cu- 
ban and Soviet officials about his de- 
sire to visit those countries, a House 
committee reported Friday. 

The Select Committee on Assassin- 
ations indicated in a report to the full 
House that its investigation of the 
murder of President John F. Kennedy 
would focus early in 1977 on a trip 
Oswald had made to Mexico City in 
October, 1963. 

Chief Counsel Richard A. Sprague 
said that the committee staff had 
learned that a CIA message describ- 
ing Oswald's activities in Mexico to 
federal agencies such as the FBI had 
been rewritten to eliminate any men- 
tion of his request for Cuban and So- 
viet visas. The message wqs sent in 
October, more than a month before 
the Nov. 22, 1963, assassination. 

The CIA discovered Oswald’s .pre- 
sence at the embassies through its 
routine surveillance of those facilities. 

The CIA’s decision to withhold in- 
formation was reversed shortly after 
Kennedy was killed. The agency re- 
ported Oswald’s efforts to visit Cuba 
and the Soviet Union to both the FBI 
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and to the Warren Commission, which con- 
cluded that Oswald was the assassin and 
had acted alone. 

Sprague told a press conference that it 
was impossible without more information 
to know why the CIA had censored its own 
message. 

But he said the incident raised two inter- 
esting questions: what might the other 
agencies have done differently if they had 
been more fully informed and. why did the 
CIA decide to remove “information that 
was considered pertinent enough to be put 
in an initial draft of the message?” 

“$he£e.. were-, no firm conclusions. in the . 
report, which the 12 -member committee 
prepared after the first three months of its 
•investigation into the murders of Kennedy 
and civil rights- leader Dr. Martin Luther 
King. 

Technically, the committee goes out of 
business Tuesday with the end of the ses-, 
sion of Congress in which it was formed. 
The purpose of the year-end report was to 
urge the new Congress to reestablish the 
committeejind to give it $6.5 million to pay 
for the first y&ar of what could be a two- 
year investigation. 

“In the three months since its establish- 
ment, the committee has initiated prelim- 
inary investigations into new and pre- 
viously unpursued leads in both assassina- 
tions, the. report said. 

The committee said its staff investigators 
had recently questioned a former CIA 
agent whu-had “personal knowledge” of 
Oswald’s ..visits to the Soviet and Cuban 
embassies in Mexico. As a result of that in- 
terview, .the report said, .staff members 
were sent, to Mexico, where they found and 
ques,t&aief.additional witnesses." 

mdse; witnesses had never been sought 
-"before by any investigative body, not- 
.jstanding the fact that they had impor- 
Kinformatron concerning statements by 
^Harvey Oswald in Mexico within 60 
J pf the assassination of President Ken- 
s’. the report said. 

said also that the committee 
stan had interviewed a person who assert - 
ed that he had discussed the King murder 
with James Earl Ray, who pleaded guilty 
the crime. The unidentified witness said 
that Ray had told him about contacting an 
associate in Europe to receive further in- 
structions. The story which was told to re- 
porters by a committee, member several 
weeks ago, has not been verified. 

* lett T er to New York Times columnist 
Anthony Lewis, Ray offered Ibis week to 
testify under oath at a committee hearing 
But Sprague and Walter F. Fauntroy, the- 


District of Columbia’s congressional dele- 
gate and the chairman of the King subcom- 
mittee, said that no decision had been*, made 
on accepting Ray’s offer. 

However Sprague indicated’ that it prob- 

abl;y would be accepted. 

"Any and all people who have relevant 
information will be interrogated,” Sprague 

said. 

In a personal statement issued in con- 
junction with the report, Rep. ‘Henry B. 
Gonzalez (D-Tex.), who is to become com- ? 
mittee chairman in the new year, .said a 
thorough investigation was needed to '-an- : 

swer hundreds of pressing questions. 

Gonzalez said that the committee hoped 
to discover whether former FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover s now well-known animosi- 
ty toward King had affected the FBI’s in- 
vestigation of the assassination. 

Gonzalez said, the committee’s 
work could go well beyond the killing 0 f 
Kennedy and King. 5 

,,Z!! e - C0 “ ee , can shed u & ht on the 

larger issue of political murder and vi- 
olence, Gonzalez said. “ We should not 
forget that President Ford had his own 
if r ?7 / scapes; no mei nber of the House 

Somff .‘■' at the C,p “ Bu “* 

w Z",?f d ? e “ mmitte e’s ultimate task 
S why.* n0t jUSt what happened 



